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November Thanksgiving Story 
By Patti Brem 

 
This year was filled with especially blessed moments for my family.  My sister survived a  
blood clot in her leg and greatly benefitted by the sale of her home to a man who just 
lost his son in a tragic accident. Our lives cross one another in sometimes strange and 
amazing ways.     
 
Unbeknownst to us, my sister was allergic to Coumadin which was prescribed to her 
during her battle with a blood clot. The reaction was so severe that she blue-lined and 
was dead for two minutes.  Gratefully, she was revived; however, she then spent 
months in the hospital and in rehabilitation recovering from the damage caused by her 
near-death experience and the other procedures necessary to keep her alive. Finally, 
she was well enough to go home, but only with a 24-hour caregiver.   
 
Since she is not able to walk and has to use a wheelchair, it was decided to sell her 
house rather than do the necessary upgrades to make it accessible for her. The real 
estate market where she lives has been depressed for a number of years. To make 
matters more complicated, the house was in poor shape. We were afraid that a “short 
sell” would be the only way to sell the house, so we listed it on the high-side hoping for 
the best.  Within the first week we had seven offers. The last offer turned out to be 
another blessing for our family. 
 
My sister had met the man who made the seventh offer only once or twice, but they 
never talked about where each lived. When the man stopped by the open house, he 
recognized my sister’s son, who turned out to be the best friend of his son. The man’s 
son had recently died in tragic accident leaving behind a wife. The man felt it was 
“karma” that he found a house to buy for his son’s widow which was owned by the 
parents of his son’s best friend.  The man paid full price, did not require any inspections 
and/or repairs.  This was indeed a blessing for both my sister and her husband who 
suffers from Alzheimer’s, as well as for the man’s daughter-in-law. 
 
We have since moved my sister and her husband to a senior apartment that is 
handicapped equipped. They both are delighted with the environment, not worrying 
about upkeep of a house, and enjoying the activities that the senior apartment complex 
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provides.  The daughter-in-law of the buyer of my sister’s house is happy in her new 
home. 
 
This is the time of year when we give thanksgiving for what we have received 
throughout the year. My family is thankful for better health, a safe and happy 
environment, and added happiness of our nephew’s friend’s widow. 
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